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INT. SCHOOL GYM - UNDER THE BLEECHERS - DAY 

MIKE, 12, short for his age, groans. 

MIKE
I’m in so much trouble... 

EMBERLY, 12, the boys’ athletic friend, looks around and 
shrugs. 

EMBERLY
I said I wasn’t going to tell you 
this, but I told you so. 

TIM, 12, Mike’s best friend since kindergarten, pats Mike on 
the back. 

TIM
We can fix this. Think about it. 

Mike nods. 

MIKE
We had a great plan this summer... 

EXT. SUMMER CAMP - DAY (FLASHBACK) 

Mike, Emberly, and Tim sit at the pool and discuss their 
plan. 

EMBERLY
This isn’t a good idea, guys. 

MIKE
Are you kidding? This sounds great. 

Tim nods. 

TIM
I think it can work. 

MIKE
I found out that Katie’s brother is 
already in middle school, she’s our 
key. 

Tim grins. 

TIM
Yeah, she won’t shut up about 
anything. 

Emberly rolls her eyes. 



EMBERLY
Do you really trust someone like 
her to do this for you? 

The boys look at her and laugh. 

TIM 
Silly Em, of course, we don’t trust 
her. We’re just counting on her big 
mouth. 

Mike nods. 

INT. SUMMER CAMP - CABIN - DAY 

Tim and Emberly walk pass KATIE, 11, gossip queen, and talk. 

TIM
Did you hear how Mike took down 
Dylan? 

Emberly nods. 

EMBERLY
Yeah, he’s so cool. Too bad he only 
dates older girls. 

TIM
I can’t believe it still. Dylan is 
the toughest guy in Westward Middle 
School. 

Katie overhears them and takes out her phone as Tim and 
Emberly walk out.

They high five as she starts the rumor. 

INT. MALL - FOOD COURT - LATER 

Mike, Emberly, and Tim eat ice cream. 

MARTIN, 11, nerdy, approaches Mike. 

MARTIN
Mike, you’re so cool. Way to take 
down the bullies. 

Mike grins and gives him a thumbs up. Emberly shakes her 
head. 
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TIM
I told you it was going to work, 
Em. 

MIKE
You guys did a great job and we 
only have a week left until middle 
school starts. 

INT. MALL - CLOTHING STORE - A FEW DAYS LATER 

Mike and his MOM, 30’s, shop for back to school clothes. 

MIKE
Mom, can I get this?

He pulls up a black leather jacket. 

MOM
Are you sure? It seems a little 
dark for you. 

Mike groans. 

MIKE
I need to look cool, mom. It’s 
middle school. Do you want me to 
get beat up? 

She shakes her head. 

MOM
Not at all, sweetie. You’ve been 
good, so I’ll buy it for you. 

Mike hugs her. 

MIKE
Thank you so much. 

She picks up some combat boots. 

MOM
What about these? They’ll go with 
your outfit. 

Mike nods. 

MOM (CONT’D)
I was only kidding. 

Mike sighs. 
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MIKE
Please, mom?

She shakes her head, but buys them. 

EXT. PARK - DAY - TWO DAYS BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS 

Emberly, Mike, and Tim hang out in the shade with their bikes 
on the floor. 

EMBERLY
I can’t believe we have two days of 
freedom left. 

MIKE 
I think I’m ready.

Tim nods. 

TIM
I heard that you hooked up with an 
eighth grader. 

Mike smiles. 

MIKE
Is she hot?

TIM
Of course. 

EMBERLY
You do realize it’s all fake, 
right? 

EXT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - PARKING LOT - DAY 

Emberly gets out of her mother’s car and meets up with Mike 
and Tim. 

EMBERLY
Hi, guys. Cool outfit, Mike. Can’t 
you believe we’re in middle school 
already? 

Mike smiles.

Tim nods. 

TIM 
I’m just glad Mike is my best 
friend. I have protection. 
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Martin and JASON, 11, Martin’s best friend, walk by. 

Emberly waves.

Mike and Tim smile. 

JASON
We need to get out of here before 
he beats us up. 

They run off. 

Mike lowers his sunglasses. 

MIKE
What was that about? They might get 
themselves beat up if they continue 
acting weird. 

INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY 

The trio hang out by their lockers and get their books for 
their next class. 

BRITNEY, 14, leader of the older popular girls, walks up to 
Mike. 

BRITNEY 
Hello, stud. 

Mike gulps. 

MIKE
Uh, hi? 

She winks at him and walks away with her friends. 

EMBERLY
That was just weird. 

TIM
Was she flirting with you? 

Emberly nods. 

EMBERLY
Yes, she was. 

MIKE
Never again... 
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INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - CAFETERIA - DAY 

Mike, Tim, and Emberly eat their lunches and talk about their 
classes. 

Martin, Jason, and other kids they know run away from their 
table. 

EMBERLY
You have some reputation, Mike. 

TOM, 14, the bad boy of the school, walks up to Mike and 
lifts him from his shirt collar. 

TOM
I heard you were making moves on my 
girl. 

Emberly and Tim back away from the table. 

MIKE
That’s not true. She was the one 
flirting with me. 

Tom scoffs. 

TOM
I know you have a thing for older 
women. 

MRS. LOPEZ, 40’s, assistant principal, walks over. 

Tom lets Mike go and fixes his shirt. 

TOM (CONT’D)
I’ll see you after school...

He leaves. 

BACK TO PRESENT DAY 

INT. SCHOOL GYM - UNDER THE BLEECHERS - DAY 

Mike, Tim, and Emberly discuss their plans. 

MIKE 
We need to do something before Tom 
beats me up. 

EMBERLY
We? You’re the one who decided to 
do this. 
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Tim nods. 

TIM
I helped and so did you, Em. We 
need to get him out of this. 

EMBERLY
There’s only one thing left to 
do... 

Mike stares at her. 

MIKE
And that is?

EMBERLY
Come clean with everyone. 

TIM
And how will he do that?

Emberly stands. 

EMBERLY
Say that it was all a lie, of 
course. They need to know the truth 
before Tom makes sure Mike is never 
seen again. 

Tim shrugs. 

TIM
We can take him. 

Mike shakes his head. 

MIKE
I don’t want to... 

Mrs. Lopez looks underneath the bleachers and shakes her 
head. 

MRS. LOPEZ
You three are coming with me for 
skipping class. 

The trio come out from their hiding spot and follow her. 

INT. MRS. LOPEZ’S OFFICE - DAY

They sit at her desk and explain what had happened. 
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MIKE 
And that’s why I’m not a bad 
person. I’m not a tough guy nor do 
I like older women. 

Mrs. Lopez stares at them.

MRS. LOPEZ
You can’t go around pretending to 
be something you’re not. 

Emberly nods.

EMBERLY
That’s what I was trying to tell 
them. 

MRS. LOPEZ
Mike, you’re a sheep in wolf’s 
clothing. Let me think... 

Mike tenses. 

TIM 
We’re so getting expelled on the 
first day of middle school. This is 
so wrong. 

MRS. LOPEZ
I’m going to help you come clean 
like you all planned. 

Mike gasps. 

MIKE
You would? Thanks so much, but how? 

Mrs. Lopez hands him the intercom microphone. 

TIM
Dude, that is awesome. Only 
teachers can touch that. 

MRS. LOPEZ
You will be doing a school wide 
announcement. 

Mike takes a deep breath and nods. 

EMBERLY
You got this, Mike. 

Mrs. Lopez turns on the microphone. 
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MRS. LOPEZ
Good afternoon, students. This is 
Mrs. Lopez speaking. I want to 
welcome you to your first day of 
school. Here is someone who would 
like to talk to you. 

Mike takes the microphone. 

MIKE 
Hi, everyone. I’m Mike Garry. I 
just started middle school today. 
You may have heard some rumors 
about me, which are untrue.

Emberly and Tim give him a thumbs up. 

TIM 
This is better than I thought. 

MIKE
I never beat up anyone and I don’t 
like older women. I made it up to 
avoid bullies and trouble. 

Mrs. Lopez smiles. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
In fact, I saw people I know be 
scared of me when I’m not that 
scary. 

Emberly turns to Tim. 

EMBERLY
At least he’s doing the right 
thing. 

Mike takes another deep breath. 

MIKE
I also like girls my own age, no 
offense to older women. 

He looks at Mrs. Lopez who laughs. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
So, I want to say that I’m sorry. I 
was pretending to be someone I 
wasn’t. I promise to be myself. 

Mrs. Lopez turns off the microphone. 

She applauds with Tim and Emberly. 
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EXT. MIDDLE SCHOOL PARKING LOT - DAY 

Mike, Tim, and Emberly wait for their rides. 

EMBERLY
What a crazy first day. 

TIM
I can’t believe we almost got 
expelled. 

Martin and Jason walk towards them. 

MARTIN
That was so cool, Mike. It was way 
better than the rumors. 

Jason nods. 

JASON
You’re famous, man. 

They leave. Mike looks at Tim and shrugs. 

He sees Tom and Britney holding hands walking towards them. 

Tom grabs Mike by the shirt again. 

Emberly and Tim gasp. 

TOM
You know what? You’re alright, kid. 
It takes guts to do what you did. 

He lets go of him and fixes his shirt for him. 

MIKE
Thanks. You’re not so bad either. 

Britney grabs Tom’s hand and they walk away. 

EMBERLY
You’re so lucky... 

TIM
I thought he was going to beat you 
up.

MIKE
I learned my lesson. I’ll just be 
me for now on.
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